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SUMMAR\' OF PUBLIC HEI\.Ril\iG 01'1 f{lCHIGA!'!' S Ai'PUCATI!Jli FOR PRIMACY 

UNDER THE SAFE DRINKING WATER ACT 

A public hearfng WilS held at the Micb1gan Department of Public Health 
(MDPH) h'l Lansing, Mfcl!fgan. on October 7, 1977. ford Blackwell of 
Reg1oo V's Enfo.rcement Div1s1on was the Hearing Officer. Mr. Blackwell 
opened the hearing by stating that its purpose was to discuss and pre­
sent information pertinent to the State of Michigan's appHcatfon for 
primacy. 

The ffr$t person to speak was Mr • .:)ohn Vogt of the MDPH. He presented 
some of the history behind Michigan's decision to apply for primacy 
and described their efforts to pass a State Safe Dr1nk1ng Water Act 
(SDWA) and subsequent rules. He closed his remarks by urging EPA's 
favorable review ·Of Mfdrigan's program and early deternrination tha.t 
the State meets primecy ~"'~fJ<.-~. 

Joe Harrison liif ~ ~- S~lt ~l'ie~li. ~km J.. ~ lt<1<!lfly reit­
erated the pu,_., {tf t!ll! ~. m Htt~ fKiil ~~ m U f!fquirements 
for prl!Mc:y. noting those that Mich1gan has met or will meet. with the 
PI"OO!tllgation of tha'lr rules. lle stated that the final determination for 
prim!lCY would be made after those rules. are enacted 'In a fol"!ll substan­
tiany the same as the present draft. 

Mr. Wayne Ab!wt, rep!"'esenting the Michigan Section of the American Water 
Works Assoc1aUon, foHmred with a statement supporting EPA in its inljen~ 
t1on to grant primacy to M'lc:higan. · 

Several other persons abe~ spoke. but the buU: of the'ir comments dealt 
with their oppos1tion to fluoridation of drinking w11ter. 

One pemn was opposed to the State uldng control of the program. How­
ever. his reason was that he did not trust the State to operate 1nde­
pendent1y of business interests. He wuld prefer that EPA handleinspec­
Uons and rotate their inspectors 'in and out of the State. His mjor 
concern was that agr1cu1tt~ra1 land should be fol"t:iffed by re.'!!ineraHu-­
t'lon rather thin nftrate-based fertfHzers ~r~ll1ch, he contended,; are 
carq1nogen1c and contaminate ground water. · 

Mr. Blackwell entertained thefr COil<IIIE!Il'i:s and .Messrs. Harrjson and Vogt 
attf!!llpted to clarH'y the issues involved. Ilona of the discourse, how­
ever, pel"tained to the subject of tl!e hearings. 

~lr. Blackwell. in summarizing the proceedings, indicated that a final 
detel"'llination w111 be made lrithin 30..45 days after l\lichigan's rules are 
promulgated, and adjourned the hearing. 

Michigan expects to have their rtf1es enacted about JanWJry i. 
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Sllmary of Public Hean~~g on Mklligan's 
Under tne Safe Orinking Water Act 

Joseph F. Harrison, Chief, water Supply Branch 
Charles H. Sutfin, Direct~~·-.w_ater Division 

PJ'SI Charles H. Sutfin _._, 
George R. Alexander, Jr. - 'h r;';J 
Regional Ao~inistrator · 

~ public nearing was held at the Michigan Department of Public Health 
{MOPH) fn lansing~ Michigan, on October 7, 1977. Ford Blackwell of 
Region Y's Enforcement Division was the Hearing Officer. Mr. Blackwell 
opened the hearing by stati~~g that its purpose was to discuss and pre­
sent 1nformat1on pertinent to tbe State of Michigan's application for 
primacy. 

The first pei"Son to speak was Mr. John Vogt of the JIIDPH. He presented 
soore of tae hfstory behind Michi,an's d~ision to apply for primacy 
and de.scribed their efforts to pass a State Safe Drinkfng Water Act 
(SDWA) and subsequent rules. He cloaed his remarks by urging EPA's 
favorable review of Michigan's program and early determination thtt 
the State ~ts primacy requirements. 

Joe Harrison of the Water Supply Branch, Region V, then briefly reit­
erated the purpose of the SDWA, and listed each of the 15 requirements 
for pril!l<lcy, noting tnose that Michigan has met or 111iH meet llrith the 
promulgation of tllefr rules. He stated that tbe final detemination for 
primacy would be made after those rJles are enacted in a form substan­
tially the same as the present draft. 

l'tr. Wayne Abbot, representing the Michigan Section of the American 
\<later Works Association, followed with a statement supporting EPA in 
its 'intention to grant primacy to Michigan. 

Several other persons also spok:e, but the bulk of their comments dealt 
with meir opposition to fluoridation of drinking' water. 

One person was op-posed to the State tal:ing control of tbe program. HO!<t­
ever, h1s reason was that he did not trust the State til operate inde­
pendently of business interests. He would prefer that EPA handle inspec­
tions and rotate their inspectors in and out of the State. His major 
concern was that agricultural land should he fortified by remineralfza­
tion rather than nitrate-based fertilizers which, he contended, are 
carcinogenic and contaminste groimd water. 
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Mr. !i1ack'ifei1 entertained the1r comments and filessrs. Harrison and Vogt 
at;tel!lpted to clarify tile issues involved. ~ne of the discourse, hO'ifever, 

_ pertained to the subject of the hearing! 

Nr. 31 acl::we 1 i , 1 n sumari z i ng the proceediftjS , i m:! ka ted that a fi na 1 
determination w111 be made within 30-45 days after M1chigan's rules are 
promulgated, '!lid adjourned the hearing • 
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SEP 21 1977 

Mr. Adam Paul Banner 
2200 East Sugnet 
f41dland, ~tich1gan 48640 

Dear Mr. Banner: 

Enclosed is a copy of the proposed rules that we have received from 

the Michigan Department of Public Health. Based on comments received, 

new rules will be drafted by the Department before being enacted. We 

anticipate that the Michigan Department of Public Health rules vJi11 

be very similar to the enc!osed draft. 

If we can be of any further help, please write us. 

Sincerely yours, 

Charles H. Sutfin 
nirector, Water Division 

Enclosure 

cc: Wi11 iam Kelley 
OPIA 

5WD:Man\ey:mmr:9/20/77 

", EPA. FORM 1320-t 
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• 
FREEDOM KX OF INFORMATION 

Copy of Michigan Drinking Water R~~ Rules 

Charles Sutfin, Di tor - Water ~X~~X 

Please respond for signature of Division Director with 
copy of response to OPIA 

REPLACES FWPCA FORM 7 Z AND 
HEW-73 WHICH MAY NOT BE USED. 

(Remove this cop~ only, do not separate remainder.) 

10-4-77 

·DATE 

NO 

0 (Explain in remarks) 

MAIL CONTROL SCHEDULE 
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ADAM PAUL BANNER - 2200 East Su gnet - Midland, Michigan 

September 17,1977 

Water Supply Branch 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Region V 
230 South Dearbourn Street 
Chicago, Illinois 
60604 

Gentlemen, 

/tl );11 
;J/; r~esj?·~ 

48640 - 517-832-8166 

Please furnish copy of 
agency for approval as 

rules as presented to your 
below: 

Michigan Drinking Water "Rules" 
Reference: Federal Register Vol 42 - No 173 -

September 9,1977 
Pages: 44835 

Thank you, 

/) ,;, (j)f ;;f) b t. 
~(Ctf1 'i (f < ~~11//'L ) 

Adam Paul Banner , 


